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The Role of Ahmaednagar in Clvil
Disobedlence Movemaent

Navanath Dattatrayn Wajajto
Head, Department of History
Savitribai College of Arta, impalgaon Pisa,
Tal- Shrigonda, Dist - Ahmednagar , 411703
m“m

Abstracts: Ahmednagar was played very
important role (n Indian freedom struggle,
Ahmednagar had a greal history from onclent
period to modern pedlod . Ahmednagar district
was formed as adistrict by Britivh in 1H6Y. Whe
Indian National Congress was founded in india,
the freedom struggle was started aguinet (irit
ish rule. Lokmanya gk organlzed political
movement in the whole of Indin - Mahatima
Gandhi took up the leadership (n 1920 Thou
sands offered Satyagrahu and courted arrest. ”
Minimum sacrifice of Maximum Peoples” was
a policy of Mahatma Gandhi - Undler leadership
of Mahatma Gandhi elite ¢lixses freedom
movement became mass movement. The ndian
National Congress organiged Non-cooperation
Movement ( 1920 ), Civil Disabedlence Move-
ment ( 1930 ) and Quit Indin Movement ( 1942
) against British rule under leadership of Ma-
hatma Gandhi . Maharashtra played cruciol role
in Freedom struggle. Ahmednagar district played
also important role In all thix mavement , spe:
cially in Civil Disobedience movement and Quit
India Movement . The Civil Disobedlence maove
ment was spread (n over all talukas of
Ahmednagar . Jungle Satyagraha was organized
in Sangamner and Akolo Tiluka's | $0 many vol:
unteers was engaged in Cvil Disobedlence
movement, People had actively particlpated in
Nished Sabha , Morcha and procession of flag ,
The Congress leaders adidressed peoples (n (-
ral area and expanded span of movenient, Thus
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the role of Ahmednagar was very important in
Civil Disobedience movement .

Keywords Civil Disobedience,
Satyagraha, elite classes , Mass , Non- violence
,Non-cooperation , Hartal , boycott, freedom
struggle, propagandists, processions etc.

Review of Literature: A role of
Ahmednagar in Indian Freedom struggle was dis-
cussed by some intellectuals. Y.D.Phadake,
Kumar Ketkar mentioned the role of
Ahmednagar in his Marathi books ~ “Visavya
Shatkat!l Maharashtra Vol. 4 & 5 “ and “Katha
Swatantryachi”. The role of Ahmednagar was
mentloned In local Marathi books. “ A source
Materlal for a History of freedom movement-
Vol.- X1 “ is a very useful source . Maharashtra
Archives Bulletin No. 15 & 16 “A Calender of
the ' Quit India’ Movement in the Bombay presi-
dency” Is a another source which is important
source for history of Quit India movement in
Ahmednagar There are some contemporary
news paper , who noted the activities of
Ahmednagar in Indian freedom struggle like
Bombay Congress Bulletin etc. :

Research Methodology : A researcher
has used a descriptive method of research meth-
odology. The researcher has used an interdisci-
plinary approach in research paper also.

Introduction : Indian Freedom Struggle
agalnst British rule , it was so proud issue for
all Indlans. When Indians identified actual policy
of British ruler then they was really against Brit-
Ish power . After foundation of Indian National
Congress ( 1885) Indians had available a stage
for express their emotion , feelings and reac-
tion against British rule. Lokmanya Tilak orga-
nlzed political movement in the whole of India
and was put behind bars by the British Govern-
ment . But he passes away in 1920 . Mahatma
Gandhi took up the leadership in 1920 and car-
rled on the responsibility of organizing Civil Dis-
obedlence Movement.! Thousand offered
Satyagraha and courted arrest .The Satyagraha
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movements were launched many time between
1920 to 1947.
The Role of Ahmednagar in Civil Disobedience
Movement : When Mahatma Gandhi took the
leadership of Indian National Congress , elite
classes movement became movement of mass.
Mahatma Gandhi gave a courage to the Indian
peoples. Non- violence , Non- cooperation, Civil
Disobedience , Satyagraha etc. became weap-
ons of Indain freedom struggle under leadership
of Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma Gandhi used way
of non-violence and made a great revolution in
India. Under leadership of Mahatma Gandhi so
many people inspired and played a very impor-
tant role for freedom struggle . The people be-
came part of boycott , long march , nishedh
sabha and so many things. “ Minimum sacrifice
of maximum people” was a policy of Mahatma
Gandhi. So many peoples were came for mini-
mum sacrifice in Indian freedom struggle.?
Mahatma Gandhi was started a
mass movement in all India level from 1920.
They got good response from peoples . Under
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi Non-cooperation
movement (1920), Civil disobedience movement
(1930) , Quit India movement (1942) was
organized . Such of this movement Maharashtra
played very important role and Ahmednagar dis-
trict was played also important role in India’s
freedom struggle-

During the civil disobe-
dience movement Ahmednagar district was ac-
tively participated. So | am going to discuss the
role of Ahmednagar in Civil disobedience move-
ment. When the movement was started by In-
dian National Congress , on 3" April 1930 , a
meeting resolved to take out a procession of the
National flag on 6" April and to commence pick-
eting liquor and tea shops. The organizers of
the meeting 18 in number include five
muhamadans. At a meeting at Rahata on 11"
April 1930 with an audience of 1000 persons
stress was led on Gandhi’s eleven dema i

saviour of the oppressed. Satta said that his
occupation was to spread treason against the
British Government.?On 31* March 1930 about
150 merchants formed a procession of the Na-
tional Flag , after which one Ramchandra
Bhagvant Godane read out Gandhi’s ultimatum
to the Viceroy and Kashinath Vaishampayan of
the Rashtriya pathshala, Yeola also spoke. *
Other meetings are reported as be-
low . Belapur on 30" March 1930. The speakers
were 1. Pandit Shankarrao Gurur Shradhanand,
Arya samajist of Bhavnagar, Kathiawar. He asked
village officers to resign 2. Nassarwanji Naoraoji
Satta of Ahmednagar compared the British Gov-
ernment unfavorably with the Mogul Govern-
ment and called for volunteers . 3. Vyankatesh
Shridhar Chinchorkar of Ahmednagar appealed
to the audience to give up all differences of cast
and creed and join the Civil disobedience cam-
paign. 4. Vinayak Jaywant Takte a cultivator of
Ghan , taluka Rahuri said that he had given up
the post of a sub-inspector of police in Bombay
to prepare himself for the cause of the nation.
He read out Gandhi’s Ras speech. The audience
numbered about 300 .°
On 11 April 1930 the first
batch of volunteers from the Ahmednagar Dis-
trict. A batch under Krishnaji Narhar Chaudhari
camped at Ramangaon where a meeting about
75 was held. The same batch came to Vaghondi
( Waghunde ) in Parner taluka. On 12 April 1930
where a meeting of 150 persons was held. On
13 April 1930 they came Chambhurdi and
Pimpalgaon Pisa in Shrigonda taluka and held a
meeting of about 250 persons. On 16 April 1930
they came to Kolgaonin Shrigonda taluka. Where
a meeting was held , attended by 250 persons
at which Rs. 11 were presented. On 16 April
1930they proceeded to Belvandiand thence en-
trained for Dhond. The third batch (C) of volun-
teers under Purushottam Hari Patwardhan left
Nagar on 14 April 1930 for Vambori via Shendi
nd Pimpalgaon Malvi. On 15 April 1930 they
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i persons was held, hat ahawed no enthuslasim
The ™ € Date b then praceeded to Vamborton
16 April 1930 where a et of aliout 200 wi
held with renmral Mukunedas Mt i the chal
6
e waine hato e ther went via
Khadamba and Sadda to fahuton H2Apl 1u10
Where Patwar dhan addised w meetiigg of 100
On 18 Aptil 1940 the hatth went Lo Tk liinlya
Where Patwardhai gave a e ture and then e
turned to Rahutt, whets anether mesting of 400
including 10 women wak addiessed hy
Patwardhan  On 18 April 1840 the bati ot 22
volunteers from Sangaimiel weie glven a el
off by 500 ; there gual i Ville Farle A Hlag o
cession of 0 60 i Helapur (o the station
dressed in Khaddar was farned ' Op 20 Apl
1930 in presence af BUD GO0 peoples "M
Mutha blamed Gavernment far tha quariel he
tween touchable anl untapihables sl Nasik
There was Gandhi faj , and nat British Raj in
Gujrat. The days of Guverinenl wele tnhered
Leave Government saivies gnd juin the move
ment.

AL Shevgaan s 37 une the
boys of the Maratha s hul hetsta Hhe nationgl
flag . On the wchool headinaste) ardeied e e
moval ; result of hartal Hartal wa alsa ob
served on account of the arraat gl Gatta. An o
der under soction A, Diskied Falies At D
been issucd for Aliednagar ity aned Camp
which has resulted i tansidetabile diniiution
of morning tounds , (HEEERIBIE gt bt thete
and elsewhors aven thaugh nat applicable The
leaders have apparently deelded net to take
passes which woulid he lredly glven but are
avoiding deftance of the sider by sending ol
pitiful and very sell cunaloig habehen of oo
and fours *

On e aseindl day of ariests
for picketing the ciowil gal jather sxelted aml
cries of Police Marowete hearil T sl lnepme
tor arrestod 14 ol whisin B wii e prassegied un
der section 506, LIC and R, Diekiel Palice
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Act of a later batch of B aiTehls (Wi Were pias
ecuted under sectign B8 Distriet Pollce Act,
Kundanmal Sobhachand Flrodia , pleader of
Ahmednagar is keeplng out of the movement on
payment of Rs. 1000, Slmilarly Kashinath
Pandharinath Bhalerao has pald fs, 200 and
promised a year’s Income If requlred, *
The followlng pleaders have
heon reported for action under the Pleader’s Act
Uttamchand Ramchand Bogawat of Nagar
Keshav Raghunath Garud of Nagar and
Moreshwar Digambar Vaidya of Kopargaon, Cli-
matlc conditions appear to be dampling the en-
thislasim for forest Satyagraha in Sangamner and
Akula talukas and very little activity is reported
with the removal of Ramkrishna Buwa ,
"arognonkar , Satta and Sardesai driving spirit
seem Lo be lacking.*®
A batch of propagandists
were not allowed to hold a meeting in Narayan
hhon village in Ahmednagar taluka. Headmas-
ter 0l Maratha school at Rahuri gave a holiday
for a procession which ended in the bonfire of
forelgn cloth on 27 June 1930. At Shrigonda a
hoy who cried out “Gandhi — Ki- Jai” was or-
dered o leave the class-room by the master. The
hoys of the class 4", 5 and 6" followed him,
numbering about 140 and went in procession
wlith a flag. They attended school next morning.
Hartal was observed and attempt
madle to picket the vernacular school in Bhingar
0 August 29 as a protest against the arrest of
{he 10 leaders. Other meetings and processions
were very poorly attended and there is friction
among the leaders . Meeting were held at the
followlng Places: 1.Pathare Budruk- Police sta-
tlon Belapur on August 21, audience was 500 to
600 2) Rahata on August 24,27 and 30 . The au-
dlsnce about 300. 3) Pathardi on August 22, 24
anid 26 . Audlence was 400. 4) Rahuri on August
i and 29, Audlence 750 and 450. 5) Parner, on
August 21, audlence 500 6) Kanur , on August
J4 , Audlence was 500 7) Shrigonda on August
40, audlence 300, At Belapur on August 25,
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during the flag procession one Narayan Shankar 8. A source Material for a History of Free-
Teli , wearing a hat, coat and spectacles rode dom Movement, Vol. XI,P-728
on a donkey which had been garlanded with 9. Ibid , P-728 .
shoes. Laxman Chunnilal Dutt walked in the pro-  10. Ibid.

cession inscribed “ My sign is an ass ; votes
should be given to me’’Mohanlal Jagannath
Mantri Marwadi who advocated non-payment
of taxes etc. at the meeting at Pathare Budruk
has been convicted. A Rashtriya Bahiskar sapath*
karyakram has been arranged at Rahuri from 23
August 1930 to 3 September 1930 inclusive with
daily meetings processions etc.

Conclusion : Ahmednagar played very
important role in Civil Disobedience movement
and Quit India movements. So many leaders
emerged during this period from Ahmednagar .
Raosaheb Patwardhan was underground for
many days . Achyutrao Patwardhan was never
arrested by the British .** Senapati Bapat was
the most fearless and was one of the greatest
disciplines of Mahatma Gandhi . All the readers
of India including Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Patel
, Rajendra Prasad , Maulana Azad , Subhash
Chandra Bose , Dr. Sayeed Mohamad ,
Shankarrao Deo were arrested . Most of the lead-
ers excepting Mahatma Gandhi were kept in the
Ahmednagar Fort. Jawaharlal Neharu wrote his
famous book “ The Discovery of India” in
Ahmednagar fort.
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